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Annual Meeting Agenda 
January 19, 2020 

Call to Order 

Opening Devotions 

Welcome 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes of January 2019 Annual 
Meeting 

Approval of Reports 
 Pastor 
 Director of Faith Formation 
 Director of Youth & Family Ministry 
 Director of Music Ministry 
  
  Financial Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Audit Committee 
  Capital Campaign Update 
   Master Site Study 
  
  KMA Committees and Other committees 
  Administration 
  Endowment & Memorials 
   Evangelism & Missions 
   Christian Education 
   Health Ministry  
   Local Ministry 
   Membership 
   Properties 
   Stewardship 
   Worship & Devotional Life 
  
  Support Committees 
   Cemetery/Church Grounds 
   
   

 

 

 

 

  Organizations 
   Altar Guild 
   West Nidaros WELCA 
   WELCA Treasurer 
   Pioneer Cemetery 
   Replica Church 

Elections 
 Nominating Committee Report 
 Election of Council Members 
 Election of Nominating Committee 
 Election of Audit Committee 
 Election of Synod Assembly Delegates 
 Election of Endowment & Memorials    
 

Presentation of 2020 Budget 

Unfinished Business 
  EmBe 
  Altar Restoration 
  Heritage Dining Room Task Force 
  Mission & Ministry- Luther House of Study 

New Business 
   Constitution & Bylaw Approval Process 

Approval of 2020 Budget 

Closing Payers 

Adjournment  
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2019 WEST NIDAROS LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY 
* = Committee Chairperson       

2019 Council Officers 

President: Chris Langloss 
Vice President: Mike 
Bemboom 
Council Secretary: Alissa 
Nelson 
Treasurer: Lynette Kautz 
Financial Secretary: Trish 
Olthoff 

 

 

2019 Council Members 
Mike Bemboom 2021 
Gail Carlson 2020 
Ryan Faber 2022 
Chris Langloss 2021 
Theresa Lien 2021 
Terry Leraas 2022 
Alissa Nelson 2020 
Dale Olthoff 2021 
Jared Questad 2022 
Mindy Rezac 2020 
Tim Tiahrt 2022 
Marv Weiman 2022 
Jim Zeisler 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KMA COMMITTEES 

 
Administration 
Sheryl Engler* 
Tim Oyen 
Lonnie Kocmick 
Marv Wieman 

Christian Education 
Aimee Carls* 
Kris Rise 
Amber Fluth 
Mindy Rezac 

Evangelism & Missions 
Karin Renner 
Lance Brekke 
Nicole Questad 
Cindy Johnson* 
Megan Faber 
Gail Carlson 

Local Ministry 
Shirley McCormick* 
Phyllis Falconer 
Margie Hanson 
Becky Hanson 
Kasey Bartels 
Pam Petersen 
Theresa Lien 

Membership 
Betty Anderson 
JoAnn Oyen 
Margaret Tidemann 
Terry Leraas 
Sharon Hoekman 

 

 

 

Worship & Devotional Life 
Katie LeBrun 
Kristi Stelter* 
Trish Boadwine 
Jim Zeisler 

Properties 
Jerry Petersen 
Troy Thompson 
Jason Carls* 
Jeff Watkins 
Chad Moeller 
Jim Norgaard 
Brad Hillman 
Tim Tiahrt 
Mike Harstad 
Mike Bemboom 
Dale Olthoff 

Stewardship 
Scott Wieman 
Alissa Nelson 
Lynn Boadwine 
Carmen Hillman 

Endowment & Memorials 
Ron Hegge*  
Char Johnson 
Tony Lee 
Vince Hanson 
Kelli Merry 
Chris Langloss
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SUPPORT COMMITTEES 

History 
Open 

Audit Committee 
Terry Leraas 
Margaret Tidemann 
Char Johnson  

Nominating Committee  
Dale Olthoff 
Jim Anderson 
Matt Meyerhoff 
Kent Johnson 
Nicole Questad 

 

2019 Synod Assembly Delegates 

Ben & Elise Hasche 
Alternates: Dale Olthoff, Sharon Hoekman 

 
 

Health Ministry 
Mary Brendtro 
Jill Rye  
Kristy Hazel 
Gidget McAreavey 
Austin Oyen 

 

WELCA 
President: Margaret Tidemann  
Secretary: Lorraine Hafstad 
Treasurer: Betty Anderson 
Mission Growth: Joan Eithreim 
Mission in Action: Jan Anderson 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Cemetery & Church Grounds 
Dean Fischer* 
Matt Meyerhoff 
Robert Oyen 
Dennis Kappes 
Ryan Winter 
Kent Johnson 
Patrick Heitkamp 
Wayne Laron, Sexton 

Log Cabin 
Vince Hanson* 
Jim Oyen 
Gary Brendtro – Treasurer 
Terry Leraas 

Replica Church  
Robert Oyen 
Cheryl Anderson 
Vince Hanson 
Kathy Neeb 
Gary Brendtro – Treasurer 

Altar Guild 
President: JoAnn Oyen 
Secretary/Treasurer: Pat Kayser 
Sheryl Engler 
Arlis Fritz 
Cindy Johnson 
Gidget McAreavey 
Kathy Neeb 
Alissa Nelson 
Trish Olthoff 
Dee Oyen 
Jill Rye 
Lorraine Rye 
Diana Swier  

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

Annual Meeting 2019 Minutes 
Sunday, January 27, 2019 

Meeting Called to Order: Jeff Oyen at 12:05 pm 
Devotions: Pastor Jared 
Attendees: 43 
 
Agenda: M/S: Terry Leraas/Ben Hashe 
 
Secretary's Report: M/S: Jim Norgaard/Dale 
Olthoff 
 
Written Personnel Reports: M/S: Gary 
Brendtro/Tim Oyen 
 
Treasurer's Report: M/S: Terry Leraas/Betty 
Anderson 
 
Financial Secretary's Report: M/S: Trish 
Olthoff/JoAnne Oyen 
 
Audit Committee: Terry Leraas & Linda Kappes 
 
KMA Reports: M/S: Terry Leraas/Dennis Kappes 
 
Support Committees Reports: M/S: Char 
Johnson/Dale Olthoff 
 
Capital Campaign Report: 
Terry Leraas gave update, goals were reached 
 
Election of Council Members: 
Nominating Committee Chair: Matt Meyerhoff 

• Tim Tiahrt 
• Marv Weiman 
• Terry Leraas 
• Ryan Faber 
• Jared Questad 

M/S: Darin Larsen/Kent Johnson 
 
Election of 2019 Nominating Committee 
Members: 

• Nicole Questad 
• Kent Johnson 
• Matt Meyerhoff 
• Dale Olthoff 
• Jim Anderson 

M/S: Darin Larson/Terry Leraas 
 
 
 
 

Election of 2019 Audit Committee Members 
• Terry Leraas 
• Margaret Tidemann 
• Char Johnson 

M/S: Darin Larson/Gary Brendtro 
 
Election of 2019 Delegates: 

• Ben Hasche 
• Elise Hasche 
• Alternates: Dale Olthoff, Sharon Hoekman 

M/S: Darin Larson/Marge Hegge 
 
Election of 2019 Foundation Members: 

• Char Johnson 
• Tony Lee 

M/S: Gary Brendtro/Dennis Kappes 
 
2019 Budget Presentation: 
Ron Hegge: Heavily weighted to local missions, 
consider adding ELCA Disaster Relief & ELCA 
World Hunger missions 
M/S: Ron Hegge/Margaret Tidemann 
 
Sheryl Engler: Question on the Endowed Funds 
percentage for employee salaries. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
EmBe - Darin Larson:  

• EmBe's summer program will run May 20th, 
2019 - August 16th, 2019 

• Hanna Sundal will be the coordinator. 
• Concern with staff being too strict with 

children was addressed with EmBe. 
 
Project Updates - Jeff Oyen:  

• Roofing - Completed 
• Siding & Gutters - 90% completed 
• North Basement wall - completed 
• Heritage Dining Room - start task force, 

Tom Neely as chair 
• Fire Alarm - will be completed this week 
• Strategic Planning Committee - on going 
• Mission Component - 1/2 in 2019 & 1/2 in 

2021 - continuing to seek suggestions from 
congregation 
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New Business: 
Altar Restoration 

• Jan Anderson - When was the altar last 
painted or worked on - 1984 

• Jason Carls: timeframe for completion - 
several weeks 

• Margaret Tidemann - Suggests finishing 1 
project at a time, do Heritage Dining room 
first before taking on another project 

• Joan Eitreim: Real gold on the Alpha & the 
Omega; 

• Kathy Neeb: Heritage Dining Room should 
be finished first, confirmed the Capital 
Campaign includes renovation money for 
HDR 

• Lynnette Kautz: May be a few months wait 
until first big rainfall before starting 
renovations in HDR 

• Terry Leraas: Painter may be booked up 
while we wait for HDR to be renovated 

• Dale Olthoff: 2nd painting bid makes more 
sense - do it all at once; HDR: remove mold 
right away, finish renovations after assuring 
the water issue is resolved 

Motion for Bid #2: M/S: Matt Meyerhoff/Marge 
Hegge 
 
HDR Restoration Task Force: 

• Additions: Mary Brendtro, Jason Carls, 
Shirley McCormick 

• Intek advises air quality test 
• Remove the mold as soon as possible 

 
Mission & Ministry: 

• Intern Pastor through Luther House of Study 

• Margaret Tidemann: How much work would 
it add to Pastor Jared's plate 

• Pastor Jared: 2-3 year program 
• Mary Brendtro: confirmed Internship is part-

time 
• Matt Meyerhoff: Excellent idea & 

opportunity for both our congregation & 
intern 

M/S: Matt Meyerhoff/Dale Olthoff 
 
Constitution & Bylaws: 

• Sheryl Engler: Requesting feedback from 
committees & the congregation 

 
Approval of 2019 Budget: 

• Add Mission ELCA Disaster Relief & 
ELCA World Hunger, $1,000 each, 50% 
paid by Endowed Funds 

• Update Endowed Funds for personnel 
salaries from 20% to 30% 

M/S: Sharon Hoekman/Matt Meyerhoff 
 
Comments/Thank You's: 
Thank you to Jeff Oyen & Mike Harstad for serving 
on Council 
 
Closing: Jeff Oyen at 1:50 pm 
M/S: Margaret Tidemann/Duane Johnson 
 
2019 Council Retreat: February 16th, 2019, 10:00 
am 
Next Council meeting: Sunday, February 17th, 
2019, 12:00 pm 
Next KMA meetings: Wednesday, February 6th, 
7:00 pm 
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Pastor Report 
Jared Rakness 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

As I reflect upon this past year of ministry at West Nidaros there are a few words that come to mind: 
foundation, completion, busy, excited. 

Foundation: What holds us up and keeps us grounded as a congregation? Even though we found the six support 
pillars to be rotted in the ground and no longer able to support the sanctuary floor, our ultimate foundation as a 
people of faith is our confession of Jesus Christ. This is a foundation that does not rot, and will not rust, but is 
firm and steady and unmoved. 

Completion: I am looking forward to the completion of all of the capital campaign projects that began in the fall 
of 2018. The major one will be the completion of the Heritage Dining Room which we are hoping to re-dedicate 
in the coming weeks. This spring will begin a few other odds and ends with the outside of the building which 
should complete all of the projects. 

Busy: West Nidaros is a busy place, starting Sunday with worship and Sunday school the busyness of the 
facility continues throughout the week as many people are engaged in activities here on any given day. 

Excitement: Kickoff Sunday this fall was one of the most exciting kickoffs I’ve ever experienced, as over 100 
children began Sunday school, 30 or 40 middle schoolers began confirmation, and anywhere from 20-30 high 
schoolers come to participate in youth group. 

When I look back at this past year, I am overwhelmed by all that this congregation has done for the sake of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have returned our building to a solid physical foundation, even though our true 
foundation never wavered. We have seen our community grow as children run the hallways past their parents, 
grandparents, and great grandparents. I’ve watched as old and young alike participate in worship together, and 
I’m overwhelmed by all that God has been at work doing through this little country church. 

Thank you all for your presence and your love for Jesus Christ and his church we call West Nidaros Lutheran.  
 
In Christ, 

Pr. Jared Rakness 
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Director of Faith Formation Report 
Jessi Rakness 

Monthly Ministry 

• Lead children’s message on Sundays, except one per month 
• Plan and lead Sunday school large group opening each Sunday with Elise or Amy Lofswold leading music.  
• Plan and lead Confirmation on Wednesdays during the school year.  Pastor Jared, Elise, and I are taking 

turns leading. 
• Plan and lead iFaith with Elise. iFaith is an energetic ministry for 4-6th graders after school 1-2 Wednesdays 

each month.   
• Attend KMA night and visit with the committees meeting 
• Write information for The Reporter 
• Write a council report 
• Communicate with parents and students on facebook, through emails, phone calls  

and texting on a daily basis 

• Send weekly emails to Sunday school teachers 
• Communicate Pastor Jared, Elise, and other people in leadership 
• Pastoral care of students and families. 
• Planning GIFT Sundays – GIFT stands for Growing In Faith Together. GIFT Sundays are for everyone of 

all ages in the congregation to come and learn together. On GIFT Sundays, instead of parents dropping off 
their student(s), they join them. There is not regular Sunday school classes on GIFT Sundays. GIFT 
Sundays have been attended by about 60 people each Sunday. Our GIFT Sundays included making fleece 
blankets for Project Warm Up, coloring cards to send to people (elderly, shut ins, ill) with Health Ministry, 
painting ornaments from Color Me Mine, bible lessons, crafts, and a snack. 

 
Seasonal Ministry 

• Lead First Communion Workshop for fourth grade students and assist with the Maundy Thursday service 
when they receive their First Communion. 

• Assisted with Senior Recognition Sunday  
• Family Ministry Nights – planned and lead one in April. GIFT Sundays have replaced Family Ministry 

Nights.  
• 3 year-old First Steps – I lead a lesson for our 3 year olds and their parents on the first Sunday of the month. 

They received a prayer pillow during worship on Rally Sunday. This year’s class is a little smaller with four 
families who regularly attend. The 3 year olds are following the same lectionary Sunday school curriculum 
as the other classes and participate in the large group opening time.  We also sing songs, make crafts, and 
have great conversations in our class! It’s great fellowship time for parents too! 

• 3rd grade Bible Sunday – lead their Sunday school lesson and teach them how to use their bible.  Assist with 
handing them out during worship.  THANK YOU to WELCA for the awesome “Adventure Bible” for our 
3rd grade students! 

• Confirmation for our 9th grade students with Pastor Jared and Elise –Celebration of Passage service, Who 
Jesus is to Me projects, and rehearsal.  THANK YOU to all those who helped make Confirmation a 
meaningful experience for our students and their families. 

• Elise and I divided graduation ceremonies – I went to Baltic’s graduation and Elise went to Tri Valley’s. We 
both attended graduation parties. 

• NeSoDak Bible Camp for incoming 7th grade Confirmation students for a week in July. THANK YOU to 
the Women of West Nidaros for paying for this amazing experience for our students! 

• Promoting and inviting students to be part of the July and November trips to Horse Creek. 
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• Planned Vacation Bible School with the Board of Education. This is the second summer we have created 
our own lessons, crafts, snack, and game based on our theme. This year’s theme was “Jesus is the Light of 
the World.”  

• Ordered key chains for and lead the Blessing of the Backpacks.   
• With the Board of Education, I put together the Sunday school calendar and Elise made it look amazing and 

put magnets on the back of it, so families can have it on their fridge.  
 
Other Ministry 

• Give visiting families “The Jesus Storybook Bible”  
• Write (a lot of) letters of recommendation for scholarships and jobs 
• Attend funerals 
• Purchase books, resources, and subscribe to Youth Ministry periodicals to stay current in Faith Formation 

happenings and changes. 
• Setting goals for Faith Formation for 2020-2021! 

 
Thank you for valuing and being a part of Faith Formation at West Nidaros!! 

 

Director of Youth & Family Ministry/Office Administrator Report 
Elise Hasche 

Youth Ministry 

- Partner with Jessi to lead iFaith (4-6 grade ministry), once or twice a month. We have been averaging 
between 18-23 students each time.  

- Rotate confirmation teaching with Pastor Jared and Jessi. Families provide meals each week for the 
students before large group begins. We then move to small group time which parents lead. We end with 
a large circle prayer. Introduced a new service project to Kids Against Hunger in Sioux Falls this year. 
We had 50 students, parents, and other members show up to help pack of 6,000 meals!  

- 19 – 9th grade students were confirmation on Reformation Sunday. Thank you to Shirley McCormick 
and Pat Kayser for helping set up for Celebration of Passage and Kristi Stelter for playing piano! 

- Lead High School Ministry weekly in games and lessons. 
- Traveled to Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp in Hillside, CO for a week of backpacking in God’s creation 

with 13 students and 5 adults. Students fundraised through serving multiple breakfasts (including Palm 
Sunday) and meals, selling wreaths, hosting a Silent Auction, and receiving sponsorships from local 
business. This was my 5th time doing this trip and my 4th time being able to do the hike. It was a hard 
one this year but still an amazing experience! 

- We are preparing to traveling to Perry County, Kentucky in July 2020 for a week of serving with 
Appalachia Service Project (ASP). We currently have 20 students signed up! 

- 12 - 7th grade students spent a week at NeSoDak, near Wauby, SD, for a week of Confirmation Camp in 
July. Thank you to WELCA for paying for these students to go to camp! Next year, we will be going to 
Shetek Lutheran Ministries in Slayton, MN.  

- Lead opening music with our Sunday school students every Sunday. It has been a lot of fun interacting 
with the younger students in that way.  

- Lead music and took pictures for Vacation Bible School.  
- Went to Horse Creek in November for the Christmas trip.  
- Attended sports events at Tri-Valley and Baltic to support our athletic students.  
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- Attended graduation at Tri-Valley as well as a handful of graduation parties.  
- Assisted with GIFT Sundays and other Faith Formation events as needed with Jessi.  
- Staying connected with students and parents through email, texting, Facebook, and Instagram.  

Office Administrator 

- Create and update worship and announcement slideshow using the program Proclaim. Working on ways 
to make sure there are second eyes on it before worship to ensure less mistakes.   

- Create The Reporter Newsletter each month to keep the congregation informed. Thankful for the ladies 
who help assemble it every month! 

- Will be working with 5J Design to create a new church website in 2020. They are phasing out our 
current operating system so we will be moving to a more user friendly one in early spring.   

- Create weekly publications include worship bulletins, announcements, and the WN Weekly email.  
- Continue to keep our Facebook page up to date with announcements, pictures, events, and other 

informative content.  
- Continue to work with Membership KMA to update the membership roll.  
- Worked with Local Ministries to move our monthly service schedule to the online tool, SignUp Genius. 
- Created mailings and posters for children, youth & family, stewardship, WELCA, and anyone else who 

needs one. Created a special Christmas EDDM (Every Door Direct Mail) Postcard for residents of 
Renner & Crooks. Had a lot of positive responses from it! 

Other Ministry 

- Help lead worship through music and pulpit fill when needed. 
- Help with funerals as needed (sound, music, etc).  

 

Thank you for welcoming Ben and I so fully into this community of faith! We have been so blessed by you! 

In God’s Grip,  
Elise Hasche 

Director of Music Ministry Report 
Kristi Stelter 

Worship at West Nidaros is continuing to thrive with now four different styles of worship. 2019 introduced the 
fourth of these with a blended worship experience, led by the instrumentation of guitar, keyboard, percussion, 
lighter vocals and a mixed blend of traditional and contemporary songs. Throughout the past year, in addition to 
the traditional worship style, 20 worship services were led by The Call, four services used the liturgy of “Now 
the Feast and Celebration”, and four services were blended worship. It has been a very exciting year with the 
upgraded sound system in the Family Life Center allowing for much more efficient set-up and take-down for 
the members of the Call. It is always my goal to involve more people in the music ministry and to make that 
involvement as easy and welcoming as possible. I continue to feel grateful and blessed to be a part of the staff 
and overall ministry that happens at West Nidaros…the place where Christ’s love IS shared with all!     
 
The role and primary responsibilities of Director of Music Ministry during 2019 have included: 

Worship planning:  

• Collaboration with Pr. Jared to plan worship schedule 
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• Selecting hymns for traditional worship services 

• Scheduling of organists 

• Providing and assisting with worship accompaniment when needed 

• Arranging for special music during worship services 

The Call-Contemporary Worship Team: 

• Music selection and preparation  

• Scheduling rehearsals and worship services led by the Call  

• Providing keyboard accompaniment  

Other Responsibilities:     

• Attend monthly KMA meetings 

• Email communication to all musicians of West Nidaros, providing hymn and song lists for upcoming 
worship services as well as general information for all who are involved in the music ministry  

• Communications with Worship/Devotion Committee 

• Prepare monthly report for review by the church council  

• Provided worship accompaniment June 2, July 7, August 4  

• Played keyboard for blended worship services: May 12, July 28, August 18, November 24 

• Provided music for special worship experiences, including: Confirmation Rite of Passage Service and 
Service of Remembrance/All Saints’ Sunday 

• Provided pulpit supply January 13, June 23 

• Accompaniment for special music  

 

Prayerfully submitted,  
Kristi J. Stelter  
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West Nidaros Lutheran Church Records & Statistics from 2019 
  Baptisms: 
  Ryah June Murphy  Hazelee Lillian Oglesby 
  Mackenzie Rae Keller  Lennyn Layne LeBrun 
  Keaton Ervie Schneiderman Emerlee Lucy Skoglund 
  Elliana Nickole Smith 
  Emma Sloan Hoesnisch 
  Bo Haven Bunde 
  Maverick Liam Bunde 

 Affirmation of Baptism: 
   Landon Bartels   Lawson Loiseau 
   Stephanie Buchmann  Matthew Muston 
   Nolan Carls   Owen Neeley 
   Mikaila Fluth   Gage Olson 
   Katelyn Fritz   Holden Rise 
   Aidan Heitkamp  Mayson Rise 
   Mason Hendrixson  Brookelyn Stieben 
   Bailey Humpal   Jacie Wendland 
   Sierra Kappes   Megan Wenzel 
   Levi Langloss 

 Weddings: 
  Jen & Ryan Berg 
  Robert & Amber Kirkvold 
  Andrew & Brook Mork 
  Dan & Abby Renner 
   Allie & Cole Bruscher 

Deaths: 
   Esther Walker   Charlene Fersdahl 
  Bill Bunde   James Moe 
   Ryan Larson   Robert Getz 
  Lois Moe  

New Members: 
  Jon, Nicky, Emma, Broedy, & Dylan Jackson  
   Bob & Claudia Krumm 
   Justin, Katie, & Ryah Murphy 
   Rob, Jamie, Caden, & Austin Reuter 
   Dustin, Kasie, Tristan, Parker Smith 
  Jenny & Jed Regnier, Logan, Elijah, Isaiah, & Miles Kendig 
    Tyler, Caitlin, & Adda Brackey 
  Scott & Jamie Krogstad 
   Troy, Angie, Braydon, & Bailey Humpal 
  Seth LeBrun 

Average Worship Attendance: 
  2013: 180  2016: 170  2019: 192 
  2014: 184  2017: 206 
  2015: 191   2018: 195 
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Treasurer’s Report 
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Key Ministry Area (KMA) Reports 

ADMINISTRATION TEAM REPORT  

Current Members: Lonnie Kockmick, Tim Oyen,  Marv Wieman, Sheryl Engler 
  
Received and reviewed quotes from 4 insurance carriers for our Church&#39;s coverage. Remained with 
Lutheran Trust. 
Sent WNLC constitution/bylaws to Synod for review. 
Requested that all policy guidelines be reviewed and updated. 
Arranged for office coverage in the absence of office administrator. 
Arranged for background checks for all volunteers assisting with Sunday School, Confirmation, Bible School, 
High School and Confirmation trips, and Horse Creek trips. 
Completed staff performance reviews. 
Submitted Team budget for 2020 and sent recommendation for % salary increases to Council. 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Members: Betty Anderson, Sharon Hoekman, Terry Leraas, JoAnn Oyen and Margaret Tidemann.  

• Maintained a supply of prayer request cards, offering envelopes, welcome cards and 
pens/pencils in pew holders. 

• Advertised worship services in the Shopping Guide. 
• Planned and implemented potential new member informational meetings and new member 

Sundays. 
• Prepared welcome bags to present to new members during worship services on new member 

Sunday. 
• Worked with office manager to provide pictures and bio-sketch of new members to include in 

bulletin, newsletter, and on hallway bulletin board. 
• Continue to update pictures and contact information in the online church directory and 

membership listing. 
• Prepared and submitted an annual budget request. 

New members this year: 

 Tyler, Caitlin and Adda Brackey 
  Troy, Angie, Braydon & Bailey Humpal 
  Jon, Nicky, Emma, Broedy & Dylan Jackson 
  Scott & Jamie Krogstad 
  Bob & Claudia Krumm  
  Seth LeBrun 
  Justin, Katie & Ryah Murphy  
  Jenny & Jed Regnier, Logan, Elijah, Isaiah & Miles Kendig 
  Rob, Jamie, Caden and Austin Reuter  
  Dustin, Kasie, Tristan & Parker Smith 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Betty Anderson 
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PROPERTIES COMMITTEE REPORT  

Committee Members: Tim Tiahrt-council representative, Jason Carls – chairman 
Jerry Petersen, Jeff Watkins, Chad Moller, Jim Norgaard, Brad Hillman, Troy Thompson, Mike Bemboom, 
Dale Olthoff, Ryan Faber, Jeff Oyen, Chris Langloss  
There is always room for more members on our committee. If interested contact any member on our committee 
about joining. 

We have done a lot of changes in the last year and I want to thank everyone for their donations of time, talent, 
and money. 

Some of the projects we done was finish up with putting the new roof on sanctuary and new siding. This next 
year we will be finishing the remodeling of the Heritage dining room.  We’ve been changing out some lights 
trying to get more energy efficient LED lights installed throughout the church. We got the new parking lot 
lights up and working. There are a lot of little projects done throughout the year that got accomplished thanks to 
everyone on the committee for helping.  

Thanks again to everyone on the committee and congregation    

West Nidaros properties committee 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT  

The Christian Education Committee members are Mindy Rezac, Kris Rise, and Amber Fluth. *THANK YOU to 
Aimee Carls for her years of faithful, creative, fun service on Christian Education! 

This year’s Vacation Bible School was led by the Board of Education, Jessi, and Elise. The theme was “Jesus is 
the Light of the World”. We learned about how Jesus is the light of the world with a lighthouse as our theme 
object. “My Lighthouse” was a favorite song that we sang. Jessi wrote the lessons based on the creation story 
when God created light, Jesus is the light of the world from the Gospel stories, and how Jesus takes our sin and 
makes our load light (the weight kind of light instead of light and dark). Elise lead the opening and closing 
music time. Mindy lead the awesome crafts, Kris created delicious snacks, and Amber played super fun games 
with the students. Jessi also put together a closing program with the scripture verses, activities, and songs from 
the week. We had about 50 students participate in a fun, faith-filled week. THANK YOU to the many amazing 
adult and student volunteers that made VBS a success! 

o Next summer’s VBS is already planned for the evenings of August 2nd-5th with the theme “God’s 
love is our of this World!” We gave students a promotional postcard with a rocket keychain at the 
Christmas program. 
 

We kicked off Rally Sunday on September 8th with 125 students registered for Sunday school. We’re 
continuing our VBS theme of “Jesus is the Light of the World.” Sunday school classes continue to grow so we 
are always looking for more teachers.  All classes have 2 teachers and some have 3!  We continued with the 
Whirl Lectionary curriculum. The Sunday school lessons are the same scripture lessons as the worship readings. 
The consistency is great! It has been well received by students and teachers. Seventh and eighth grade 
Confirmation students have signed up to help with Sunday school classes this year. They are a great help to the 
teachers! 

The 3-year-old and parent Sunday school class meets the first Sunday of the month and are led by Jessi in the 
lectionary curriculum.  They also sing songs, do crafts, and have a snack. 
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Seventh grade students went to Confirmation camp at NeSoDak. Ninth grade students were Confirmed on 
October 27th. 

This year’s Christmas program, “The Christmas Checklist,” was held in the Family Life Center on December 
15th with our new stage and microphones (THANK YOU Church Council!)! This is the second year we 
purchased a program from Cathy’s Music and it worked well. The students did a great job! THANK YOU to 
Stacy Tiahrt for teaching the students 3 songs in sign language! The Board of Education put together a free hot 
cocoa bar for fellowship time for the program, which was well received. They also had hot apple cider and 
fancy coffee. The Sunday school students signed their names to a THANK YOU sign to thank everyone for 
coming to their program. 

THANK YOU to everyone who makes Sunday school at West Nidaros possible! The Christian Education KMA 
would love to have new members! Please let us know if you would like to join us! 

Sunday school grade, milestone, and teachers: 

3 year old & parent Sunday school – Prayer Pillow – Jessi Rakness and Megan Faber (substitute) 
PreSchool – (no milestone) Shannon West and Hannah West 
Kindergarten – Benediction – Miranda Bunde, Carrie Eggert, and Becky Jones 
1st Grade – The Lord’s Prayer – Stacy Bunde and Trish Olthoff 
2nd Grade – The Ten Commandments – Katie Hoenisch and Nicky Jackson 
3rd Grade – Receive their Adventure Bible and memorize the books of the bible – Jade and Louisa Kvale and 
Stacy Tiahrt 
4th Grade – First Communion – Kris Rise and Tom Wenzel 
5th – The Apostle’s Creed – Amber Fluth and Stacy Jewett 
6th Grade – Confirmation Camp – Connie and Darin Larson 
Substitute Teachers – Gidget McAreavy, Aimee Carls, Megan Faber 
Music – Amy Lofswold and Elise Hasche 

 
EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS REPORT 
 
We believe the mission of West Nidaros is the proclamation of the gospel to all people—to Share Christ’s Love 
With All. It is the objective of our committee to make the members of our church aware of what God has done 
for them and to share these blessings with others. The members of our committee are Cindy Johnson, Karin 
Renner, Gail Carlson, Lance Brekke, Nicole Questad and Megan Faber. 

The spring of 2019 we served, with Benton and Willow Creek, the Food to You Mobile Food Pantry and The 
Banquet. 

The end of July we made our 15th trip to Horse Creek to do a two day Vacation Bible School . We helped with 
the lessons that a local reservation team has been providing to the youth and did crafts and games in the 
afternoon. The evening a meal was provided for everyone in the community and a movie after with popcorn and 
pop. Our churches provided give-a-way toys, games and dolls for the children. 

With a grant from our church we were able to replace the front door of the community center to give it better 
security. 

November is our traditional time to bring food, gifts for the children and bedding and clothing for the 
community. We also included fruit bowls for the elder this year. In addition the day before our visit with 
everyone, a team of 9 people from West Nidaros and Willow Creek delivered and set up 35 single and 
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bunkbeds. They were provided by Sleep in Heavenly Peace from Brookings. Our congregations provided the 
quilts, sheets, mattress pads and pillows that had each child's name on them thanks to Robert Hempel’s talent. 
The children’s smiles made it very worthwhile. 

We want to thank everyone who helped and participated in all the projects. This is a way to thank our God for 
all that He has given us. 
 
ENDOWMENT & MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT 
 
The West Nidaros Endowment & Memorial Board was created to encourage, receive and manage gifts from 
donors for the enhancement of the mission of West Nidaros Lutheran Church apart from the general operations 
of the congregation and to insure those gifts are used in accordance with donor wishes and Board policies.  The 
Endowment Board met ten times during 2019, usually  on the Wednesday KMA meeting nights at WNLC. 
 
The Board recommended using $20,500  from the Horizon Fund proceeds to fund Horizon Fund Grants in 
2020.   Applications for the following grants were received by the Board, reviewed and recommended to and 
approved by the Church Council: 
 

1. WN 6th Grade SS Class - $500 – Purchase supplies for service projects   
2. WN WELCA - $1000 – Purchase supplies for mission kits for Luth World Relief   
3. WN Library - $350 – Purchase new books & DVD’s for library   
4. WN Youth Ministries - $3500 – Expenses for HS Service Trip   
5. WN E&M KMA - $2000 – Sleep In Heavenly Peace (Beds)   
6. C. Johnson & C. Larson - $250 – Samaritan’s Purse (Operation Xmas Child) 
7. WN Altar Guild - $2000 – Purchase banner, candle stand and supplies    
8. WN WELCA - $1000 – Purchase food for Harvest Festival Supper   
9. The Call - $3300 – Equipment supplies & repairs 
10. WN IT Committee - $6600 – Upgrade video system 

 
Total approved:   $20,500 
 

Two additional grant applications were received but not funded. 
  

1. WN Admin. Team  - $7000 – Upgrade of Pastor’s Office (JR recommends postponing request) 
2. WN HDR Committee  - $4000  -- Help with HDR remodel budget (additional funds may not be needed 

per CL) 
 
It was recommended that these requests be re-submitted next year if needed.  
 
 All but one of the Horizon Fund Grants approved last year were spent in 2019.  The $2500 for the new BB 
court at Horse Creek was not used. 
 
The Board was asked by the Church Council to review again and update the WN Endowment and Memorial 
Board Bylaws to fit the recommended format as proposed by the SD Synod Office.  The review was completed 
and the proposed changes were submitted to the Council.  They will be presented at the Annual Meeting along 
with other Constitutional changes.   
 
Thank you to all the members of the Endowment and Memorial Board for their hard work and dedication.   
Also, a very special “Thank You” to the donor families that have made this all possible.                     
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Committee Members:        Char Johnson  (Sec )     Ron Hegge  (Chair ) 
                       Tony Lee                  Trish Olthoff  (WN Financial Sec) non-voting 
                       Kelli Merry   Mike Bemboom  (WN Council Rep) non-voting 
                       Vince Hanson  (Treas) Pastor Jared Rakness (non-voting) 
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HEALTH MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 
 
Mission:  to facilitate the healing ministry of the church through professional services, consultation, events, 
activities and relationships that conveys the love of Jesus Christ to all.  We believe that health is a balance of 
body, mind and spirit, each potentiating the others in a holistic fulfillment of human potential 
 
Health Ministry Team:  Mary Brendtro, Deb Whipple, Kristi Hazel, Jill Rye 
 
The Health Ministry team worked to organize health education and provide resources to promote health and 
wellness.   
Austin Oyen provided education regarding medications that promote heart health.  He discussed the 
medications that help control blood pressure and heart problems.   
Monthly educational topics were published in the reporter on topics such as heart health, blood pressure, 
emotional health during winter months, summer heat and heat stroke suicide education 
Health kits were sent to the Sunday School students at Horse Creek.  The kits contained hygiene products for 
each student who participated in Sunday school in July.  
 
Weekly exercise classes, pickle ball and Stretch and Pray classes are offered multiple times/week for members 
at all levels of physical ability.  
 
The Health Ministry team hosted a Youth Event on October 2.   Confirmation students, high school students and 
their parents from West Nidaros, Benton, Willow Creek, Baltic and East Nidaros Lutheran Churches 
participated. Pastor Jared, Pastor Tom and Pastor Randall presented information on God’s plan for our lives.  
Lisa Barlow-Kutter, a behavioral health professional from Avera spoke on the signs of suicide, how to address 
them in ourselves, identify them in others and how to address the topic of suicide.  Myron Nohava from 
Minnehaha Funeral Home discussed the increase in suicide in our community and devastating impact on 
families.  The event ended with a blessing from Jessi.  The Health Ministry team will continue to work with the 
youth leaders to plan future events. Resources on mental health and suicide have been placed in the hallway 
near the Pastor’s office.  
 
The Health Ministry team will help plan the Gift Sunday, November 10.  The theme was kindness.  The 
participants created cards that will be sent to members in the hospital and those who have lost loved ones. 
Sharon Hoekman has joined the Grief Support Team and will be sending sympathy cards to members of the 
congregation who are grieving the loss of family members.  

 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made;   your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. Psalm 139:14 

Respectfully Submitted, Jill Rye 

 

LOCAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT – not submitted 
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      Support Committee Reports 
   
CEMETERY/CHURCH GROUNDS REPORT 
 
The Cemetery and Grounds Committee in 2019 consisted of Dean Fischer, Matt Meyerhoff, Robert Oyen, 
Denny Kappas, Kent Johnson, Jared Questad, Rob Whipple, and Ryan Winter. 

West Nidaros cemetery and church grounds are maintained by volunteers. Thank you to everyone who helped 
this past year. If you have an interest in helping, we are always looking for volunteers. Contact anyone on the 
committee to help. 

Projects that the Cemetery and Grounds Committee undertook this year include: 

• Completed landscaping front and north side of church. 
• Oversaw mowing and maintenance of cemetery and grounds. 
• Committee recommended and transferred $30,000 from our investment funds earnings to be used for the 

projects below as well as future projects. 
 

Project contributions from the Cemetery and Grounds Committee: 

$22,500 - Capital Campaign Project 

$6800 – Road Project and Parking Lot Lights 

$900 – West Nidaros Youth 

$1100 – Concrete Curbing  

 
Cemetery and Grounds Expenses: 

$5995 – Cemetery and Grounds Mowing 

$170 – Grass Seed for Graves 

$815.23 – Dirt Work 

 

At the end of 2019 the balance in our checking account is $2126.48. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Dean Fischer & Matt Meyerhoff. 
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Organization Reports 

ALTAR GUILD REPORT 

 
 

MEAL MINISTRY REPORT 

We prepared meals once in 2010. A total of 25 casseroles were prepared. Total cost for the casseroles for 2019 
was $108.24 with 8 lbs. of hamburger donated. Thanks to everyone who helped prepare meals and to those who 
took meals to families in need. 

Submitted by Lynette Kautz 
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WEST NIDAROS WOMEN OF THE ELCA REPORT 
  
The West Nidaros WELCA meets the second Saturday morning of each month April through December.  Bible 
study is held on the 4th Wednesday.  All West Nidaros women are members of W/ELCA and encouraged to 
attend the meetings and Bible studies. We begin each Saturday meeting with a potluck brunch, which we all 
enjoy. 

For our summer outing this year, several women went to the Brookings quilt show.  

Several of the women meet Tuesday mornings to put quilts together that are given to Lutheran World Relief, to 
Horse Creek, Children’s Inn, and our graduating seniors. This year 21 quilts and 6 baby blankets were sent to 
the children at Horse Creek.  We also sold a quilt at our harvest supper.  We give special thanks, again, to Bob 
Hempel for the special embroidered blocks he has given us to make some beautiful quilts. We are also thankful 
for all the material given to make these quilts, the ladies that sew the tops together and the ladies that come to 
put them together and tie them.  

Our biggest project is to continue to send the first-year confirmation students to Bible camp. We also give 
Bibles to  3rd graders.  Supplies were purchased and donated for school kits that were sent to Lutheran World. 
The 5th grade Sunday school class helped us put them together.  We gave Christmas gifts to 9 shut-ins from our 
congregation and donated to many charities and ministries.  

The harvest supper held in September each year is the largest fund raiser. Volunteers bake cinnamon rolls to be 
sold at coffee after worship services about one Sunday a month.  We also have a cookie sale in December.  The 
sixth grade students also provide cookies for this sale to help pay for their Bible camp registration. 

Officers for 2020 are: Sharon Hoekman and Margaret Tidemann,  Co-Chrm.; Jolene Wehde and Betty 
Anderson, Treas.; Lorraine Hafstad, Secretary; Joan Eitrheim, Mission Growth; Jan Anderson, Mission Action.  

 

WELCA MISSION ACTION REPORT 

Lutheran World Relief:                                                135 school kits 
105 quilts                                                                       38 personal care kits 
72 Baby care kits 
  
Global Health Ministries: 
25 quilts                                                                        12 baby care kits 
Medical supplies 
  
Quilts shared with: 
5 Banquet                                                                    8 Union Gospel Mission 
5 Children’s Inn                                                           3 Berakhah House (homeless veteran's 
4 St Francis House (transition shelter)                        5 McCrossan’s Boys Ranch 
4 Ronald McDonald’s House                                       13 Senior Graduates 
72 Horse Creek 
  
Thank you to all volunteers:  donating baby clothes, fabric, sheets, tying & sewing quilt tops. 
Thank you Marge Hegge for many beautiful crocheted baby sweaters & caps for the baby care kits.    
  
Respectfully submitted, Jan Anderson 
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REPLICA CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT  

The Nidaros Replica Church is a one-third scale replica of the original Nidaros church handcrafted by the late Art 
Moe, a member of West Nidaros for over 90 years. The structure was moved from the Moe farm to the church grounds 
in 1993. In 1995 the $10,000 which Art had designated for the maintenance was placed in an endowment. Later the 
estate of Leo & Hazel Reppert provided a gift of over $100,000 to be used for upkeep and maintenance of the replica 
church. The Reppert gift is invested in the West Nidaros Horizon Fund. The replica committee serves to preserve the 
heritage represented by the mission and ministry of the Nidaros congregations, forerunners of West Nidaros, but 
providing for the care and preservation of the replica. 

Bill Bunde memorial money was used to replace the aged landscaping around the church, but rock was used instead 
of wood chips. A memorial rock was also accepted in memory of Bill, Deloris and Troy Bunde placed in front of the 
replica church.  

Summer mowing was done by Robert Oyen, Ken Burke and Vince Hanson. Cheryl Anderson and Kathy Neeb again 
did an excellent job keeping the church cleaned and polished for viewing and usage. Paraments, chandelier and the 
wall heater replacement are being checked on. Kathy also met with Elise with  information for the updated 
brochures. 

$150.00 was given to West Nidaros Lutheran Church to cover the annual utilities.  

Respectfully submitted,                                         
 Chairman, Robert Oyen      

Committee members: Cheryl Anderson, Gary Brendtro, Kenny Burke, Vince Hanson, Kathy Neeb 

WEST NIDAROS REPLICA CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT 

Assets: 
WN Replica Church ELCA Endowment: Horizon Fund 
     Beginning balance 11/30/2018         $114,786.00 
     Plus interest earned and Fund growth        $  12,456.00 
     Less 2019 transfers to Replica Church checking account                    --     $    5,000.00   
 Balance as of November 30, 2019         $122,236.00 
 
WN Replica Church Checking Account 
   First National Bank, Baltic, SD 
   Balance on hand December 31, 2018         $   1,448.00  
 2019 Deposits: from ELCA Horizon Fund ($5,000),       
         Bunde family gift ($2,000), and interest ($3.00)        $   7,003.00 
      Total funds to be accounted for     $   8,451.00 
  
 2019 expenses: 
  True Green Lawn Care Services., April – November       $      356.00 
            West Nidaros Lutheran Church (WNLC) Capital Building Fund      $   2,000.00 
            WNLC Parking Lot Lighting Fund         $   1,500.00 
            WNLC water and electricity          $      150.00 
  Fritz Landscaping Service          $      344.00 
            Cheryl Anderson – miscellaneous supplies and labor        $        36.00 
         Total expenses     $    4,386.00 
 
WN Replica Church Checking Account Balance  
    as of December 31, 2019        $    4,065.00 
 
Gary Brendtro 
WN Replica Church Treasurer 
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