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Annual Meeting Agenda 
January 21, 2024 

Call to Order 

Opening Devotions 

Welcome 

Approval of Agenda 

Approval of Minutes of January 2023 Annual 
Meeting 

Approval of Reports 
 Pastor 
  Director of Faith Formation 
  Office Administrator/Youth Coordinator 
 Director of Music Ministry 
  Property Manager 
  
  Financial Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Audit Committee 
    
  Ministry Teams 
  Administration 
  Congregational Care 
   Mission & Outreach  
   Worship & Evangelism 
  
  Support Committees 
   Cemetery/Church Grounds 
   
   

 

 

 

 

 

Organizations 
   Altar Guild 
   West Nidaros WELCA 
   WELCA Treasurer 
   Replica Church 
    Hanson-Oyen Cabin 

Elections 
 Nominating Committee Report 
 Election of Council Members 
 Election of Nominating Committee 
 Election of Audit Committee 
 Election of Synod Assembly Delegates 
 Election of Endowment & Memorials    
 

Presentation of 2024 Budget 

Unfinished Business 
  External Audit/Finance  
 Future Ministry Opportunities 

New Business 
    

Approval of 2023 Budget 

Closing Prayers 

Adjournment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Updated:  
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2023 WEST NIDAROS LEADERSHIP DIRECTORY 
* = Committee Chairperson  

** = Staff Member 

 

2023 Council Officers 

President: Mike Bemboom 
Vice President: Jennie Criddle 
Council Secretary: Becky Langloss 
Treasurer: Lynette Kautz 
Financial Secretary: Trish Olthoff 

 

 

2023 Council Members 
Cheryl Anderson 2025 
Mike Bemboom 2024 
Andy Carpenter 2026 
Jennie Criddle 2024 
Sheryl Engler 2025 
Dean Fischer 2026 
Ben Hasche 2026 
Becky Langloss 2025 
Chris Langloss 2024 
Theresa Lien 2024 
Jared Questad 2025 
Janna Schneiderman 2026 
Mike Wendland 2025 
 

 
 
 

2023 Synod Assembly Delegates 

Cindy Johnson, Lynette Kautz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 
Council Rep – Chris Langloss & Jennie Criddle 
Properties 
Jerry Petersen 
Troy Thompson 
Jason Carls* 
Jeff Watkins 
Chad Moeller 
Jim Norgaard 
Tim Tiahrt 
Dale Olthoff 
Dean Fischer 
Chris Langloss** 
Jared Questad 

Informational Technology 
Darin Larson 
Pr. Jared Rakness** 

Endowment & Memorials 
Jeff Oyen 
Tim Renner – treasurer  
Dawn Wendland 
Trish Olthoff 
Joan Fischer 
Pastor (non-voting) 
Council Rep (non-voting) 

 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILY 
Council Rep – Janna Schneiderman 
Christian Education 
Kris Rise 
Nicole Finnesand 
Mindy Rezac 
Caitlin Brackey 
Jessi Rakness ** 

Youth & Family 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
Council Rep – Theresa Lien, Becky Langloss, & 
Mike Wendland 

Health Ministry 
Jill Rye  
Kristy Hazel 
Joan Fischer 
Lavonne Burns 

Bereavement 
Sharon Hoekman 

Funeral 
Phyllis Falconer 
Leo Falconer 
Pat Kayser 
 
Caring Friends 
Cheryl Anderson 

Local Ministry 
Shirley McCormick 
Phyllis Falconer* 
Pat Kayser* 
Amber Kirkvold 
Cheryl Anderson 
Becky Langloss 
Amy Oglesby 
Pam Petersen 
Janet Quaman 

Stewardship 
Theresa Lien 
Mike Wendland 

 

 

 

 

MISSION & OUTREACH 
Council Rep – Mike Bemboom 
Karin Renner 
Nicole Questad 
Cindy Johnson 
Megan Faber* 
Dana Sundal 
 

WORSHIP & EVANGELISM 
Council Rep – Ben Hasche  

Worship Team 
Kristi Stelter** 

Membership 
Jolene Wehde 
Sharon Hoekman 
Janna Schneiderman 
Claudia Krumm 
Heather Smith 
Judi Egan 

Home Communion 
JoAnn Oyen 
Ken & Patsy Burke 
Cheryl Anderson 
Glenna Swier 
Pastor(s) 

Volunteer Coordinator – Office Admin 
Elise Hasche ** 
[Usher, Communion Set Up, Service Schedule 
(Reader, Greeter, Name Tag)] 

Hospitality 

Audio Visual 

Darin Larson 
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SUPPORT TEAMS 
Council Rep – Sheryl Engler 
 
Mutual Ministry 

Office Admin 
Sheryl Engler* 
Lonnie Kocmick 
Curt Hohman 

History 
Joan Eithreim 
Gary Brendtro 
Glenna Swier 

Audit Committee 
Jeff Oyen 
Tim Tiahrt 

Nominating Committee  
Dale Olthoff 
Matt Meyerhoff 
Kent Johnson 
Nicole Questad 

Library 
Char Johnson  
Joni Schuler 

 

ORGANIZATIONS 
Council Rep – Chris Langloss, Dean Fischer, 
Jared Questad 

WELCA 
Chairperson: Jolene Wehde  
Secretary: Lorraine Hafstad 
Treasurer: Sharon Hoekman  
Mission Growth: Joan Eithreim 
Mission in Action: Jan Anderson 

 

Cemetery  
Dean Fischer* 
Matt Meyerhoff 
Robert Oyen 
Jared Questad 
Rob Whipple 
Dale Olthoff 
Kent Johnson 
Doug Criddle 
Wayne Laron, Sexton 

Log Cabin 
Vince Hanson* 
Claudia Krumm 
Gary Brendtro – Treasurer  
 
Replica Church  
Chris Langloss * 
Robert Oyen 
Vince Hanson 
Kathy Neeb 
Ken Burke 
Gary Brendtro – Treasurer 

Altar Guild 
President: JoAnn Oyen 
Secretary/Treasurer: Shirley Dunlap 
Sheryl Engler 
Arlis Fritz 
Cindy Johnson 
Claudia Krumm 
Gidget McAreavey 
Kathy Neeb 
Alissa Nelson 
Trish Olthoff 
Jill Rye 
Diana Swier  

Scout Troop 
Mike Bemboom 
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Annual Meeting 2021 Minutes 
        Sunday, January 23, 2023 
 
Call to Order: Mike B at 11:42am  

Opening Devotions: Pastor Jared 

Welcome  
Approval of Agenda: Motion/Second to approve agenda: Chris L/Jennie C motion carried 
 
Approval of Minutes of January 2021 Annual  Meeting     Motion/Second: Jennie/Jared Q motion carried 

Approval of Reports  
Pastor Jared: Thank you to the congregation for the last year of ministry. It was nice to get beyond the 
pandemic, but still face challenges.  Thank you for being here and being a part of our congregation. We 
voted last year to undertake a BIG project that's been on the wish list for decades.  We finished it! How 
many other congregations can do that so quickly? We have it all paid for, a little to raise for the 10% 
benevolence.  Wow! We completed 900,000 in maintenance and improvements. We are a DEBT FREE 
congregation.   We look forward to the ministries ahead. We have a lot to celebrate. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve as your pastor.   
Director of Faith Formation - posted in our booklet - no questions. 
Interim Director of YF Ministry/Intern Pr. Director of Youth & Family Ministry Director of Music 
Ministry - posted in our booklet - No questions. 
Property Manager - Chris L: Report includes properties committee's work as well.  Looking at the past 
year, projects we completed- proud of all of those things! We got a lot accomplished.  Looking at the 
next year and years, the HVAC system is aging quickly, we have had a lot of repairs this winter. There 
are some furnaces that may be ready to go, etc. We have line items in the budget for those things, but 
something that is on our radar. A priority for next year: getting the HDR wall taken care of.  Bid was 
about $30,000 last year, probably gone up over the last year.  We don’t want water problems down 
there! Covers old classrooms and HDR.  That is the biggest priority, a need more than want.  Another 
thing is the stained glass windows: they need to get vented out, so they don’t bow or break. They are the 
biggest insurance item we have, but can’t truly replace them or even repair them to the originals.  Lastly 
- thank yous to: properties, sexton, cemetery, everyone who comes to help out when needed.   
Financial Secretary - posted in our booklet. No questions. Lynette: Pg 18, actual YTD, December 
number is actually $383,553.34 
Treasurer - posted in our booklet. No questions. 
Audit Committee - reported that everything was in balance, records are in order for this last year. No 
questions. 

Ministry Teams - all reports attached in booklets. No questions. 
Administration  
Congregational Care  
Mission & Outreach   
Worship & Evangelism  

*Donna: Endowment committee had 15 requests for about 41,000, approved 26,000 of 
requests. Average of 4% of the previous 12 quarters can be given.  

Support Committees  
Cemetery/Church Grounds  

 
Organizations - all reports attached, no questions. 
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Altar Guild  
West Nidaros WELCA  
WELCA Treasurer  
Replica Church  
Hanson-Oyen Cabin 

 
Motion to approve all reports presented: Tim T/ Jennie C. Reports are approved. 

Elections  
Nominating Committee Report: Nicole Q: One person to nominate: Andy Carpenter for 
council.  Any other nominations? Motion for Nominations to cease/Cast unanimous 
ballot: Darin/Jared Q 
Election of Council Members - Complete  

Election of Nominating Committee - all volunteer to stay on one more year. Matt, Nicole and 
Dale.  
Election of Audit Committee - Jeff O, Terry, Tim.  Tim will stay on. Volunteers? Jeff will 
stay on, look for one more person possibly. 
Election of Synod Assembly Delegates - Last year: Cheryl Anderson and Lynette.   Lynette will 
do it again.  Any others? June 2-3, 2023.  In Sioux Falls at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church.   Cindy. 
Motion to add Cindy to assembly delegates: Jennie/Jared Q. motion carries. 
 Election of Endowment & Memorials- Trish will stay on, Joan will stay on as well.  

Presentation of 2023 Budget  - Not much to point out, we decided to add a 35% subsidy for staff 
positions. Brought us to a good projected income/expense ending.  Salary increases - we did 4% last year, 
this year 4.5% increase proposed.   

Unfinished Business  

New Business  
  External Audit/Finance  - church is growing well, money associated with that growth - we have been 
discussing an external audit. It is a lot for a few people to handle.  We don’t want to put ourselves in a situation 
where we would be not handling money professionally.  We want to protect all people who handle 
incoming/outgoing money.  Council wants to implement procedures that safeguard everyone involved. We want 
to reach out and form a task force with people with related expertise and knowledge.  Looking for individuals to 
STEER a team, not to complete this audit themselves.  Pastor Jared: Lynette, Vince and I have discussed that 
with all of our streams of income, we want to make sure everything is handled properly.  We want to make sure 
the proper procedures are in place so that no embezzlements could ever happen.  Lynette does a TON of work 
with our big projects, and our large income/expenses, it would also look at how can we operate our treasurer 
position in the best way. Maybe it is external.  This is what we need from this task force.  Any volunteers or 
anyone interested? Let us know, or let us know your ideas. Talk to Pastor, Elise, Mike, Lynette. We will be 
looking at getting this going soon. 
  Future Ministry Opportunities - Pastor Jared - Lots has changed after the pandemic.  Things in 
our community, things in how people interact.  Crooks is growing FAST, with lots of homes, 
apartments very close to us. Baltic is growing in a similar way.  How do we reach out to those who are 
new to our community? It is up to us to reach out and invite people. Needs in our community are also 
growing.  Services for families - preschool, childcare? Task force to identify ministry opportunities for 
our church that may be new and different. Ways to reach out and be a leading congregation in this 
area.  As we regather and emerge from COVID, it is exciting to reach out and invite in visitors.  It 
would be great to find ways that we can support people who are moving out into our area and provide 
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ministries to them in new ways.  Suggestion: Preschool? New ways to do this.. We need a group of 
people to think about the future and plan reaching out opportunities.  We are a congregation that leads, 
so let’s lead and reach out.  We can impact our community by sharing Christ’s love in new 
ways.  Questions/Comments: New committee? Yes - a new task force just to look at opportunities that 
we can start at WN.  Cheryl: numbers of people we would want on the task force? Pastor: Let’s gather 
names and then go from there. 5-6 people are interested in helping out that were present at the annual 
meeting.  Comment: Gary B: Been here 60 years - seen a lot over the years. We supported families 
over the Vietnam war and they have never forgotten us.  Sioux Falls has a lot of immigration, we have 
a lot of opportunities to support others. 

Talk to council members if you have comments/questions. 

Approval of 2023 Budget - Motion and second to approve the budget for 2023: Jennie C/Trish O. Any 
discussion?  None. Motion Carries. 

Closing Prayers: Pastor Jared  

Adjournment: Mike B at 12:23am - Motion/Second to adjourn: Kent/JoAnne Motion Carries

Pastor Report 
Jared Rakness 

Grace and peace to you from God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
As we come to the end of another year of ministry here at West Nidaros, it’s a good time to reflect on the past 
year while looking ahead to the new year.  This past year was a busy year as we made our way out of the 
challenges from the pandemic. 
  
After two plus years of serving and learning at West Nidaros, this year we said goodbye to our student 
pastor/intern Pr. Adam Guthmiller who received a call to serve in Lennox SD.  It was great having him here and 
we were happy and sad to see him go.  Even as we were saying goodbye to Adam, we welcomed Nicole 
Questad and her preschool The Growing Place to our building.  Every Tuesday and Thursday morning we now 
hear the little voices and steps of her class. 
  
Because of our generosity this spring we were able to close out our parking lot campaign through the giving of 
the 10% benevolence of this project.  One of our focuses for this year was to get things back on track after the 
pandemic.  Elise and the Membership team have worked hard to get the family life groups up and running 
again, and to fill those much-needed volunteer positions.  We still have some work to do but we are off and 
running and making progress. 
  
As we look forward to this new year we have at least one facility project on the list to complete.  This spring we 
will have the west and south walls of the basement fixed so that our basement should no longer flood.  
  
As I reflect on this past year and all of the years I’ve served as your pastor, I feel truly blessed to be in such a 
wonderful congregation.  A congregation focused on our mission of Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ.  A 
congregation that is welcoming to all.  A congregation that isn’t afraid to try new things for the sake of our 
mission.  Because of these things, I am excited about our ministry and what the future holds for us all. 
  
Thank you for all of the ways you support the ministry and work of West Nidaros Lutheran Church!  
Church! 
In Christ, 
Pr. Jared Rakness 
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Director of Faith Formation Report 
Jessi Rakness 

 
 
• Sunday school continued in January 2023 after a break for the holidays. Each month for the second half of 

the Sunday school year focuses on a different grade’s milestone that they lead/present during 10:30 
worship.  

• January: 1st grade leads the Lord’s Prayer 
• February: 5th grade leads the Apostle’s Creed 
• March: Kindergarten leads the Benediction 
• April: 2nd grade recites the Ten Commandments and 4th grade First Communion 
• May: High school Senior Recognition Sunday where students receive a quilt from the quilters. 

(THANK YOU quilters!) 
• June: 6th grade Confirmation camp at Okoboji  
• October: 3-year-old Prayer Pillows given at our first ONE worship service and potluck of the school 

year 
• October: Reformation Sunday is Confirmation Sunday at 10:30.  

• I lead the children’s messages at both worship services.  
• I attended high school graduation parties in May.  
• iFaith Summer Edition was a valuable this summer for 4th-6th grade students on Wednesdays in June and 

July. They did a service projects at church, in the community, and at Feeding South Dakota in the morning 
and then spent the afternoon at various fun locations in Sioux Falls – public pools, Thunder Road, and Wild 
Water West. We had 10-15 students attend each week.  

• Planned Vacation Bible School with the Board of Education. This year we changed the bible school age to 
preschool through 3rd grade students (4th-6th grade students had Summer iFaith on Wednesdays that they 
could attend). This is the fifth summer we have created our own lessons, crafts, snack, and game based on 
our own theme, “It’s a Miracle!” I wrote the bible lessons about miracle stories from the bible. THANK 
YOU to Caitlin Brackey for renting the bouncy house for us again this year! 

• I ordered water bottle stickers for the Blessing of the Backpacks during Worship in the Park. 
• Planning GIFT Sundays – GIFT stands for Growing In Faith Together. GIFT Sundays are for everyone of 

all ages in the congregation to come and learn together. On GIFT Sundays, instead of parents dropping off 
their student(s), they join them. There are not regular Sunday school classes on GIFT Sundays. Health 
Ministry also led a couple of GIFT Sundays. 

• iFaith is an energetic ministry that I lead EVERY Wednesday after school until 5:00. It’s great to get 
together after school every Wednesday for a bible lesson, snack, games, and memorizing an important bible 
verse. We have about 12 students who consistently attend.  

• Sunday school started in September. We’re continuing to use the Whirl Lectionary curriculum, which I 
ordered in August. We begin in the sanctuary each Sunday at 9:35 with songs, a video, and lesson 
introduction. There are 2 or more co-teachers for each grade with 7th and 8th grade student helpers. THANK 
YOU to all of our amazing Sunday school teachers! Our milestones this fall were: 

• September: 3rd grade students receive their Adventure Bible (THANK YOU to WELCA for 
purchasing the bibles) 

• October: 9th grade Celebration of Passage and Confirmation (THANK YOU to Elise for set up and 
music and to Kristi for music) 

• New this year – I went back to leading High School Ministry on Wednesday nights. It’s been a learning 
curve for me as I haven’t led high school students in several years. It’s been fun getting to know these 
students again as young adults instead of children. I’m very thankful for all Elise does on the administration 
side of high school ministry.  

• Trunk or Treat was an outdoor event in the new Tri Valley Elementary school parking lot in conjunction 
with the Crooks Day Care fall fundraiser. THANK YOU to the cars who handed out candy and to Jason 
Carls for bringing the fire truck again this year!  
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• The Christmas program and hot cocoa bar were on December 10th! The students did a great job! We also 
had a student band again this year. THANK YOU to Kristi for picking out the music and for leading them. 
THANK YOU to the Board of Education for their work with the hot cocoa bar and the program!  

• THANK YOU to Jennie Criddle for leading our Sunday school classroom renovations this summer! Bruce 
painted the downstairs rooms and hallway to match the Health Ministry room. New tables, colorful chairs, 
colorful drawers, and new dry erase boards were added to the rooms. THANK YOU to Chris Langloss and 
the Properties Team for moving furniture in and out!  

• Write information for monthly The Reporter. 
• Write a monthly council report. 
• Communicate with parents and students on Facebook, through emails, phone calls, and texting. Send weekly 

emails to Sunday school teachers with information about the upcoming Sunday, supplies needed, and other 
events.  

• Communicate Pastor Jared, Elise, and other people in leadership. 
• Pastoral care of students and families. 
• Give visiting families “The Jesus Storybook Bible”  
• Write letters of recommendation for scholarships and jobs. 
• The Board of Christian Education team is Caitlin Brackley, Kris Rise, Mindy Rezac, and Nicole Finnesand.  
 

Thank you for valuing and being a part of Faith Formation and Christian Education at West Nidaros!! 
 

Office Administrator/Youth Coordinator Report 
Elise Hasche 

- Added on the role of Youth Coordinator to my job. In that role, I am the communication hub for youth 
ministry as well as coordinating trips and camps.  

- Create and update worship and announcement slideshow using the program Proclaim.  
- Create The Reporter Newsletter each month to keep the congregation informed. Thankful for the ladies 

who help assemble it every month! 
- Continue to update the church website weekly.  
- Create weekly publications include worship bulletins, announcements, and the WN Weekly email.  
- Continue to keep our Facebook page up to date with announcements, pictures, events, and other 

informative content.  
- Created mailings and posters for children, youth & family, stewardship, WELCA, and anyone else who 

needs one. Continuing to make EDDM (Every Door Direct Mail) for big events like Easter, Christmas, 
and Fall Kickoff. Postcards are sent to everyone in the Baltic, Crooks, and Renner area.  

- Working with the Membership team to get Family Service Groups in working order. 
- Encouraging parishioners to start using the Church Center app where they can view the church calendar, 

directory, service groups, set up/maintain their giving and sign up for events or helping in worship. 
- I reach out to potential new members who I have received a card about to welcome them and find ways 

for them to stay connected here. 
 
Other Ministry 

- Continue to help where needed in worship whether it be music, running slideshow or cameras! 
- Continue to lead music with Sunday school students and for VBS.  
- Help with funerals as needed (sound, music, etc).  

 

In God’s Grip,  
Elise Hasche 
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Director of Worship & Music Report 
Kristi Stelter 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness." Psalm 100:1 
 
Thanks be to our faithful God for another year of gathering for worship and community at West Nidaros.  We 
are so blessed that we continue to see consistent attendance and experience growth in our church 
community.  This past year, we started the “One Worship” Sundays and had success in bringing our church 
family into a single worship time with fellowship following with the goal of building community and 
relationships within our congregation.  
Worship is not something that just happens without the involvement and dedication of many individuals, both 
during the worship service as well as the preparations in advance of each worship service. It happens because of 
the endless work and dedication of many people; both by the West Nidaros staff as well as the many volunteers 
in our church community.   
One of the main components of our worship is the music, and our congregation is so blessed to have our 
organists, Marge Hegge, Jill Rye, Barb Boone-Graves and Lavonne Burns offer their talents as graciously as 
they do. I also want to offer my gratitude to the members of our contemporary worship team for sharing their 
musical gifts and their leadership. We are blessed by the talents and dedication of all these servant musicians! 
Because of these musicians, we are able to provide a variety of worship styles with the use of our ELW liturgy, 
contemporary and blended style of worship.  The frequency of these worship styles for 2023 is as follows: 
Traditional (ELW liturgy): 45 worship services; 9 Contemporary worship services; 4 Blended worship services 
(“Texas Kyrie” liturgy); 2 “Now the Feast and Celebration” liturgy.   
 
My role and responsibilities as Director of Worship and Music for the past year have included:  

• Collaboration with Pr. Jared and other staff to plan worship schedule 

• Selecting hymns for traditional worship services 

• Music selection and preparation for blended/contemporary worship  

• Scheduling of organists 

• Providing and assisting with worship accompaniment 

• Arranging for special music and providing accompaniment for special music when needed 

• Leading and accompanying the Adult Choir 

• Recruiting and leading musicians for Easter worship services 

• Email communication to all musicians of West Nidaros, providing hymn and song lists for upcoming 
worship services as well as general information for all who are involved in the music ministry  

• Prepare monthly report for review by the church council    

• Submit newsletter announcements  

 
It takes the commitment of many to make worship happen, and worship is an integral piece to continue our 
mission of “Sharing Christ’s Love with All”.  I am so very blessed to be a part of this ministry!  
 
Prayerfully submitted,  
Kristi Stelter,  

 



13 
 

Property Manager 
Chris Langloss 

West Nidaros had another busy year with many projects and a few future projects that have been approved to 
include the waterproofing of the west wall of the basement and HDR kitchen. I would like to thank all of the 
folks on the properties committee for always being available when I have work to do that would be tough to 
accomplish by myself! Here is a list of the projects completed in 2023 (this list is not all inclusive). 

• Installed lighting in the sanctuary and the main entrance area 
• Installed the glass railing in the balcony 
• Roof inspection was accomplished 
• Painting completed in the classroom hallway in the basement 
• Installed new tables, chairs, and white boards in all classrooms 
• Bunn coffee maker was cleaned and serviced (FLC) 
• Door inspection accomplished on our glass double doors (awaiting service and adjustments) 
• Bid for cleaning of the gym floor and strip and wax of the FLC kitchen floor submitted 

As I mentioned, this list does not contain the usual maintenance of our HVAC systems and other routine 
maintenance things. We turned in a budget of $15,000 for 2024, this covers all of the incidentals, cleaning 
supplies, paper products that we use on a daily basis. 

I would like to thank the cemetery committee as well, they do a lot of things around the Church and grounds! 

As always, I would like to thank you all for this opportunity to serve as staff at West Nidaros. Please contact me 
if you have any issues and I will do my best to resolve them. 

 
Chris Langloss 

Property Manager 
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West Nidaros Lutheran Church Records & Statistics from 2023 

Baptisms: 
 Rozilyn Ann LeBrun    Emery Ann Muston 
  Waycie Kaye Boysen   Louie Deane Brackey 
  Silas Baker Lopez  Levi John Mann 
  William Lee Whitsell   Theodora Rose Vosburg 
 

 Affirmation of Baptism: 
   Parker Atwood   Cole Hendrixson   Daniel Ramstad 
   Morgan Bunde  Brady Jewett   Mercedes Schulte 
   Owen Bunde   Chase Jones   Jackson Williams 
   Kadence Davey  Nina Keller 
   Kendra Eggert   Layla Kirkvold 
   Connor Glasford  Kendall McAreavey 
   Mason Harstad  Bergan Rakness 

 Weddings: 
   Paige Shatter & Connor Wendland 

Deaths/Funerals: 
   Bill Boadwine 
   Bob Hempel 
   Marilyn Johnson 

Transfer In:  
  Nathan & Jodi Hoyt (Lincoln & Coulson) 
   Austin & Julianna Langemeier (Emma) 
   Chris & Renee Egan (Lucas) 
   Hayden & McKayla Kerkaert (Kaylor) 
   Gary & Michelle Black (Brooklyn, Dawson, & Tanner Houselog) 
   Ken & Holly Johnson 
   Danny & Paige Lueders (Leena & Patrick) 
   Jane & David Heard 
   Karla Nieman     

  Average Worship Attendance: 
  2013: 180  2016: 170  2019: 192   2022: 190 
  2014: 184  2017: 206   2020: 192   2023: 195 
  2015: 191   2018: 195  2021: 190 
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Financial Secretary Report 
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Treasurer’s Report 
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Ministry Team Reports 

Administration  

ADMINISTRATION TEAM REPORT  
No report submitted. 
 
AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT 
Jared Questad, Tim Tiahrt, and Jeff Oyen reviewed the Treasures Books on 1/3/2024 with Lynette.  We found 
the books to be in order and all of questions have been answered fully.   
Respectfully Submitted 
Audit committee 
Jeff Oyen 

PROPERTIES COMMITTEE REPORT  
(See Property Manager report) 

ENDOWMENT & MEMORIAL FOUNDATION REPORT 

The West Nidaros Endowment & Memorial Board was created to encourage, receive and manage gifts from 
donors for the enhancement of the mission of West Nidaros Lutheran Church apart from the general operations 
of the congregation and to insure those gifts are used in accordance with donor wishes and Board policies.   
The members of the Endowment Committee are: Jeff Oyen, Trish Olthoff, Dawn Wendland, Jennie Criddle, 
Joan Fischer, Tim Renner, and Pr. Jared Rakness 
 
This year the Endowment Committee voted to approve the following Horizon Grants: 
WELCA School kits:     $1000 
WELCA Harvest Supper:   $1500 
Mission Outreach Horse Creek: $1500 
Summer youth trip travel:  $2000 
Altar Guild Paraments:  $3000 
Folding Chairs dolly:    $540 
Outside light replacement:  $750 
Replacement sanctuary camera: $2800 
TV’s for Sunday school classes: $1500 
Education bouncy house:  $5000 
Office equipment:   $700 
Lutheran World Relief:  $500 
Baltic Food Bank:   $500 
Local needs:    $2000 
Total Distribution:   $25,290 
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Congregational Care 

LOCAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE REPORT  
Members: Phyllis Falconer, Pat Kayser, Pam Peterson, Shirley McCormick, Jan Quamen, Becky Langloss, 
Amy Ogelsby, Amber Kirkvold, Cheryl Anderson 

We didn't sell poinsettias this year.   And going forward we will help organize the four potlucks that are held 
after services. 
 
HEALTH MINISTRY ANNUAL REPORT 
Committee Members:  Deb Whipple, Kristy Hazel, Joan Fischer, Connie Holtz, Lavonne Burns, Cheryl 
Anderson, Sharon Hoekman, Jill Rye 

Weekly Exercise Classes are led by Deb Whipple.  Stretch and Pray sessions were led by Shirley McCormick. 
Additional equipment has been purchased for these programs as they grow. Thanks to Deb and Shirley for their 
commitment to this ministry. 

Faith Family and Friend ministry is supported by Cheryl Anderson.  She sends cards to elderly members of the 
congregation and those unable to attend worship regularly. Cards are sent for birthdays, get well, weddings, 
anniversary, Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas. 

Sharon Hoekman sends sympathy cards to members of the congregation who have experienced a death in their 
family.   

Connie Holtz assists Pastor Jared in visiting elderly members, unable to worship in person.  

Committee members organized 50 health kits to send to Horse Creek.  Personal hygiene items were included in 
each kit. 

The group worked with Pastor Jared and Jessi to provide education to the Confirmation students and their 
parents on the negative impact of addition to drugs and alcohol on personal and family relationships.  

Two GIFT Sundays were sponsored by the committee.  The first GIFT Sunday was spent coloring cards to be 
used by Cheryl and Sharon to send to members of the congregation.  The second GIFT Sunday was spend 
describing the benefits of staying active at all ages.  The children and adults then went sledding on the 
mountains of snow on the South parking lot.  The time was enjoyed by all! 

The committee members continued to monitor any changes in the COVID precautions for worship and 
gatherings. The Health Ministry Committee will continue to support the Church Council and staff on issues 
regarding any updates in Public Health restrictions. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Jill Rye   
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Mission & Outreach 
 
EVANGELISM AND MISSIONS REPORT 
Members: Megan Faber (Chair), Karin Renner, Nicole Questad, Cindy Johnson, Dana Sundal 
2023 Tasks Completed 
• February 12th- Completed Soup Fundraiser for SOUPER Bowl, all proceeds went to local food 
banks. 
• April 4th- Volunteered at Mobile Food to You Distribution with Benton Lutheran- Made $500 
donation to Mobile Food to You- to Fund Food in Giveaway Boxes for evening and also donated 
boxes of cereal to donate to distribution boxes as that was the food of the month 
June 5th- Volunteered at Banquet in Collaboration with Willow Creek, able to make 500 dollar 
donation to cover costs from evening as well as support banquet mission 
Added component into confirmation to require 1hr of volunteer opportunity of students choice 
each year, and submit report to Mission and Outreach group 
Fall- completed challenge within congregation and Sunday school groups for Samaritan Shoe 
Box Donations, able to over double pervious years shoeboxes! 
• November 19th made winter trip for year to Horse Creek in collaboration with Benton Lutheran 
and Willow Creek- Provided Thanksgiving Dinner Meal Box to 75 families, as well as games for 
each family, presents for children of horse creek, health kits (Provided by Health Ministry Team) 
and some more donated goods from churches 
• Continue to Donate Kids Offering During Church to Different Organizations Including Baltic 
Food Bank, Local Families, Camp Ministries, School Supply Kits, Horse Creek Mission, St 
Dysmas, Global ELCA Missions, and Berakhah house 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Megan Faber 
 
 

Worship & Evangelism 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Members: Janna Schneiderman, Claudia Krumm, Sharon Hoekman, Jolene Wehde 

• Held Two new member information sessions followed by New Member Sundays, one each in April and 
October 

• Revitalized Family Work Groups with updating and posting leaders and members 
• Held information session for Family Group Leaders 
• Switch to Church Center App needs members to input their own data.  Elise is available to provide tech 

support to members 
• Assisted with One Service Sunday potluck events 
• Work with office to assign new members in Family work groups, take photos and current contact info. 
• Prepared welcome bags to new members 
• Replenish pew cards 
• Prepare and submit budget for the year. 
• Greet visitors and members to create a welcoming environment 
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Support Committee Reports 
   
CEMETERY/CHURCH GROUNDS REPORT 

The Cemetery and Grounds Committee in 2023 consisted of Dean Fischer, Matt Meyerhoff, Robert Oyen, Kent 
Johnson, Jared Questad, Rob Whipple Dale Olthoff and Doug Criddle. 
 
Projects that the Cemetery and Grounds Committee undertook in 2023: 
 
 We continue to over-seed gravesites as necessary.  
 Sprayed grounds for weeds 
 Trim bushes, trees and pull weeds 
 Snow removal 
 Had equipment serviced 
 Recall on Quad fixed 
 All of the mowing and edging of the cemetery is done by Superturf, LLC.  
 Mapped and plotted the west section of the Cemetery for new sites 
 Purchased survey pins for cemetery 
 Had side door to garage removed and replaced 
 
Goals for 2024 Include: 
 
 Install a shut off valve/hydrant to turn water off to cemetery in the winter 
 Repair concrete entrance to the garage 
 Repair garage door 
` Seek bids from other mowing companies 
 
At the end of 2023 the balance in our 1st National Checking account was $8104.51. We also have a Mission 
Investment Checking account and the ending balance was $21,931.23 
 
Our income for the year was $3030.00 
 
Our expenses for 2023 are as follows: 
 Mowing   $9696.08 
 Quad maintenance $137.89 
 Survey Pins  $106.20 
 Tractor service $218.22 
 Garage door repair $529.57 
   Total $10,687.96 
 
If you have any interest in being involved with this committee we are always looking for volunteers. Contact 
anyone on the committee or any of the church staff.  
 
Thank you to everyone who assisted our committee this past year. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Dean Fischer & Matt Meyerhoff. 
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Organization Reports 

ALTAR GUILD REPORT 
Ours is a service of beauty for our church and a blessed one; a labor of love in the church.  

Members: JoAnn Oyen, Pat Kayser, Cindy Johnson, Trish Olthoff, Dee Oyen, Allisa Nelson, Jill Rye, Arlis 
Fritz, Sheryl Engler, Gidget McAreavey, Kathy Neeb, Diana Swier, Shirley Dunlap (new member) 

Members are assigned a month for which they are responsible for weekly duties and cleaning the altar and 
keeping the oil candles filled with oil as well as changing the altar paraments according to the church seasons, 
preparing for baptisms and providing baptism items. Members are also responsible for the smaller altar that is 
located in the Martin Luther room and also the altar used in the Family Life Center.  

The Altar Guild provides a baptismal napkin, a baptismal candle, and card to each child baptized as a reminder 
of their baptismal day. We thank Kathy Neeb for making the napkins and Bob Hempel for personalizing each 
napkin with a cross. We also give each child a baptismal box which is made by Ron Hegge.  

Flowers on the altar are also Altar Guild responsibility. We thank Sheryl Engler for making sure we have 
beautiful bouquets every week.  

Altar Guild received $3,500.00 from the Endowment Grant this year for which we are very thankful. We 
purchased a baptismal banner and refurbished candle sticks and candelabras. Also purchased new oil candles. 
This grant money is greatly appreciated.  

Altar Guild continues to take orders for Easter flowers. Those purchasing plants are given the opportunity to 
give them in honor or memory of someone or for a special occasion. Thanks to all who support our fundraiser. 
This project helps to support the work of the Altar Guild which includes purchasing oil for the candles and 
baptismal napkins. We also purchase paraments, altar cloths, candles for Christmas service, flowers and other 
supplies as needed.  

Officers: President – JoAnn Oyen 
     Secretary – Pat Kayser 

Respectfully submitted, 
Pat Kayser 

 
WEST NIDAROS WOMEN OF THE ELCA REPORT (TPSY) 

West Nidaros women continue as a dedicated, faithful, diverse group of ladies in 2023.  We are known 
as TPSY--Tack, Pack, Snack and Yak--but our purpose remains the same as we Share Christ's Love with All. 
Each Tuesday about 20 or more women gather to work at putting quilt tops and backs together, tying the quilts, 
rolling bandages from cotton sheets, sorting items for all of our kits (baby, health, sewing) and getting all these 
items packed and ready to ship.  We also enjoy great fellowship and friendship during our coffee and snacks--
coffee time starts about 10 a.m.--so you are welcome to join us during this time if you wish. 
We enjoy brunch followed by devotions and short business meeting including treasurer's report on second 
Tuesday of each month--short business meeting when needed. 
 
Our monthly Bible Study is held 4th Wednesday of each month at 1:30 p.m. in HDR --ALL are welcome to join 
us as we use the suggested Bible Study in our GATHER magazine for discussion. 
 
Some of our projects we helped with this year were providing bars/cookies for Proclamation on the Prairie held 
in January; working with our youth going to Colorado to furnish food and help serve two Lenten suppers; 
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helped serve farewell brunch for Pastor Adam Guthmiller; furnished and served desserts for Crooks Food Truck 
Friday in May; and replenished our supply of frozen meals for our Meal Ministry. 
 
Committee was formed to start looking for remodel ideas for our Heritage Dining Room kitchen to hopefully be 
started in the next year. 
 
Shirley McCormick and Jolene Wehde were delegates at our Crossroads Conference Spring Gathering in April 
at Renner Lutheran Church.  Our group supplied muffins and juice for morning coffee.  Jolene Wehde was 
elected as Director of Stewardship for two-year term at this conference. 
Jolene W. was our voting delegate at our Synodical Convention held in Rapid City in June-- their theme was 
"All are Welcome". 
First Lutheran in Mitchell will host the convention in June 2024. 
 
We recognized and presented 19 of our seniors with quilts made by our women and wished them well on their 
future endeavors. 
Quilted items donated and made by Joan Eitrheim were taken to Shetek Quilt Auction and sold for $285. 
Ten 6th graders attended confirmation camp at Okoboji in June and their entire campership funds were paid for 
by our women's group.  We hope this camping experience enriches their Christian faith for years to come. 
We sponsor several fundraisers thru the year to help pay for those camperships--Rolls and Cookies for 
Campers, Cans for Campers, Cookie & Candy Sale (December) and selling of HyVee and Walmart cards thru 
the year. 
Our Harvest Supper held every September is OUR biggest fundraiser. Monies raised go towards these 
camperships and also other local and global missions.  We appreciate everyone's support at all of these 
events.  We served approximately 375 people at our Harvest Supper so it is always great to have the youth and 
adults help with this event each year.  ( Our Harvest Supper report can be found with our treasurer's report) 
 
Our group purchases and presents Bibles to  ALL third graders each fall; also purchase school supplies and have 
our 5th graders assemble these into school kits--we thank them for helping pack 139 kits this fall which are 
shipped thru LWR (Lutheran World Relief) for distribution. 
 
In October, we hosted a Crossroads Conference Leadership Event with the theme "Build a Longer Table--Just 
Love" for WELCA women.  We heard and shared ideas of how we can encourage more interest and 
involvement by women in our church in this busy world with many good ideas for the ladies to take back to 
their respective churches. Officers were given information related to their particular office and informational 
packets provided. Crossroads Conference Board members thank those ladies who brought bars for morning 
coffee and helped serve the catered lunch. 
 
Thankoffering Sunday we display some of the quilts we work on during the year, collect a Thankoffering for 
Churchwide use, and this year gave away another quilt in a free drawing with Jim Zeisler as our lucky winner. 
 
We also have a few days during the year "away" from church--this year we visited the quarry in Sioux Falls 
(offered by Siouxland Heritage Museum) on a bus tour; visited McCrossan Boys Ranch; and enjoyed some 
Christmas caroling and history of the store on our visit to Nora Store near Alcester. Several ladies also returned 
to McCrossan to wrap Christmas gifts for those living at the ranch.  
 
We look forward to another busy but rewarding year in 2024. 
God Bless and thank you again for Sharing Christ's Love with All. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Jolene Wehde and Sharon Hoekman. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
We send out this invitation for ALL women of West Nidaros to join us for our gatherings: 
 
9 a.m. Tuesday mornings for projects with coffee at 10 a.m.  
 
9 a.m. the second Tuesday of each month is our WELCA brunch with devotions (business meeting as needed) 
 
10 a.m. the 4th Tuesday of each month--we help Elise with the mailings of our church newsletter--The 
Reporter. 
 
1:30 p.m. on 4th Wednesday of each month--WELCA  Bible Study in Heritage Dining Room--All are 
welcome!   (dates may be adjusted when there is a holiday) 
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WELCA MISSION ACTION REPORT 
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 
 
REPLICA CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT  
No report submitted. 

 

REPLICA CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT 
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ASSETS: 
WN Replica Church ELCA Endowment Fund 
     Beginning balance 11/30/2022                                                                                $127,066 
  
     Plus interest earned and Fund growth                                                                     $    8,367 
  
      Less 2023 transfer to Replica Church checking account                                       $    2,000   
     
      Balance as of November 30, 2023                                                                        $133,433 
  
  
WN Replica Church Checking Account 
   First National Bank, Baltic, SD 
  
      Balance on hand December 31, 2022                                                                      $   1,220       
  
      2023 Deposit from ELCA Endowment 
Fund                                                           $   2,000                                          
                                                                                                            
                                                            Total funds to be accounted for                     $    3,220 
      
      EXPENSES: 
            True Green Lawn Care Services                                                                        $       439 
             
            WN Cemetery/Grounds (2022 & 2023) commercial lawn mowing service    $    1,925 
  
            
                                                                                                Total expenses              $     2,364 
  
  
WN Replica Church Checking Account Balance 
                                    as of December 31, 2023                                                          $       856 
  
  
Gary Brendtro 
WN Replica Church Treasurer 
  
Other committee members:   
Chris Langloss, chairman;  Kathy Neeb,  Ken Burke,  Vince Hanson, 
   Cheryl Anderson, Robert Oyen. 
 

 
HANSON-OYEN LOG CABIN REPORT 
No report submitted.  
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